Brigid’s reap pitch benefits

THUMBS UP; “lit marvellous to be able to traln and play matches on & surface e this
sli=year round™ says Kevin Kilmurray of the new all-weather surface at 5t. Brigid's.

All-weather
surface gets
a thumbs
up from
players

KEVIN Kilmuarray drove
through the gates of Russell
Park. It's a terrain he knows
well. But on this occasion he
arrived to make & pitch ...
about a pitch. a

Amndl what a The S5
Beriricd’s surface is
the stage for all-seasons. It's
the talk of the town.

Everybody that seen it or
sampled its turf, his been
m.fml in the basy o

n thi LTI
Chrisimas, it hosted a harvest
of eritbcal matches.

Kilmurray & the supremo of
the company that installed the
Sprintar! sod,

He's deli with its smoc-
orss and the response it has
fot. He, too, has known ithe
muddy days as a player and a

AT

He chuckles at the memory
of the famous incldent at the
Baseball Ground Im Derby
many Yyears when the

umdsman fo come on
with a bucket of white-wash to
ri-paint the penalty spot hefore
m Daly could take & penalty

The Baschall Ground was the
of it kimd,

“Let’s face it the mud and
dirt of the winter days and hav-
ing to play on terrible pliches
are slowing fading away,”
declares In.

“I'm not saying that we am
going to ellminate the grass

el Bat fentt it mareellous to

¢ able to train and play
matches on a surface like this
all-year round.”
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FEELS Eﬁl:iﬂh-sh-ﬂ Kelly of 5t. Mary®s and Mick Curran of Thomas Davizs give the new pitch at Russell Park, with the St

Brigid‘s club's creil, o good testing.

With the 5t Brigid's crest in it
middle, the pitch indeed is a
wonderful sight.

And once you enter the
arena, its like walking on a
newly labd carpet in your sit-
ting room.

"Thiz pitch ook years of
planming, and it Envolved some
very gocd people from the club
here all sitting down and poll-
ing mmpm thecaly -

“This anly ane
its kind in Europe. [t's a num-
ber one seller in America.

“It's an American company
and they concentrated on the
American market. ut now
Il'l% have come inte Europe”

[ts been a big swocess in the
States. Andy Talley s the Head
Football Coach at Villanowa
Wihdeats, and he says: “My ath-
letes really love playing on this
surface and | have total confl-
dence in jt"

Mick Dennehey, Head Foot-
ball Coach at Utah State
Aggies, agrees: “This iz the
closest thing to natural grass
that we have ever plaved on®

And the Sprintarf plich is

“We were reluctant to go with

artificial turf, but Sprinturf has
made such advances that the
synthetic turf 13 not Hike it onee
Wiks.

“Onee we found this wonders
ful surface, we wene convinoed
that it was the way to g0
remarksd John Gaglinrdi, the
St John's Unbeersity Football
coach.

Among those who have
installed the surfase in the
States are the Philadelphia
Eagles, the Tennessee Titans,
the Ohbo State University and
the University of San Diego,

“There’s no sand in the sur
face, That climinates skinning.
and, consequently, the pitch
will always stay nice and saft,”
cxplaing Kilmurray.

“The bounce i perfect, even
in hurling. The players love
playing on it, and the response
has bedn very posilive.

“It's the reaction from the
players that's the most imipsor-
tant thing. And both the .
ballers and the hurlers are
thrilled with i

“It wook us six months to get
the wark done here at 5t Brig-
ids. It all depends on the
amount of ground work that

has o be done. But onoe that's
completed, it goes in fairly rap-
idly - a period of two o three
werks,

T'm a foothall man, and a
follower of all sports, so 1 want
o give the players as gpood a
facility as is possible to play on.
If that means the pitch is the
Bt in the basiness, well that's
terrafic.”

Eman has cloged the chapter
on his management days at
Brighd’s and Offaly, but he's
delighted his work will keep
him very much involved st the
coal-face of sport.

. As a young felln, he was
inspired by the Offaly side of
1961 before a decade later he
won, e All-Irclands with the
county in the company of
Offaly begends like Martin For-
Jong, Willie Brean and Tony
MeTague.

Kevin was twice decorated ax
JAlkStar in ‘T2 and 73, and for
years he managed a team of 51
_Brigid’s All-Stars.

“Ves, we had some wonderial
days here. We won Champion-
ships all the way up through
the grades — under-14, 16,
Minor and two under-21.

“We also reached a couple of
senjor county finals. Unfortu-
nately, we didn't win them, but
we won the Senlor Divislon 1
League, 50, overnll, it was o fan-
tastie e

Eevins soms, Ken and Craig,
were vory mseh part of it as
were names like the Cahills,
Declan, Barry and Martin,
Peadar Andrews and Declan
Lally.

He hopes that the future gen-
erations at the club will enjoy
their sport even more now on
'I:hls miew state-of-the art facil-
1¥y.

Ive sitable for any sport,
and it's excellent dralnage, low
maintenance and cushion-like
surface make it a treasure,

The Dublin County Board
were happy when it opened (i
gates just in time for the
Christrmas rush.

Of the many matches already
plaved on the sod, people arc
gLl praising the quality of the
Lucan v Kilmacud U-21 Fop-
ball Championship final.

And for years to oome, the
fakthfal are likely to have more
clasgics o discuss from Kevin
Kilmurrays Field of Dreams.



